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Hello, I’m Derryl Block, Dean of the College of Health and  Human Sciences. 
Thank you for the opportunity to present an update on the great work happening in our College.  
We serve over 2,100 undergraduates and over 500 graduate students with degree programs that include integrated experiential learning through practicums and clinical experiences. 
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College of Health and Human Sciences

Who we are:

• We transform lives through active, engaged 
learning and hands-on research.

• We produce graduates who are career or 
graduate school ready.

• We create knowledge to solve real-world 
problems.
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Our mission is to promote health and well-being through scholarship that integrates teaching, research and service. We transform lives through active, engaged learning and hands-on research. Our Vision is to be nationally recognized for quality and impact of research, teaching and service
We produce graduates who are career or graduate school ready.
Our faculty are involved in important research to solve real-world problems, earning grants and awards, and creating more opportunities for our students to learn in exciting ways. 
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Accreditation Ensures Quality
• ACEND – Accreditation Council for Education in 

Nutrition and Dietetics

• CAA – Council on Academic Accreditation in 
Audiology

• CAEP – Council for the Accreditation of Educator 
Preparation 

• CAPTE – Commission on Accreditation in 
Physical Therapy Education

• CCNE – Commission on Collegiate Nursing

• CEPH – Council on Education for Public Health

• COAMFTE – Commission on Accreditation of 
Marriage and Family Therapy Education

• CACREP – Council for Accreditation of 
Counseling and Related Educational Programs

• NAACLS – National Accrediting Agency for 
Clinical Laboratory Sciences

• NAEYC – National Association for the Education 
of Young Children

• ISBE – Illinois State Board of Education

• CFLE – Certified Family Life Educator from 
NCRF
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Our programs are accredited by 12 outside agencies, and some accreditors accredit more than one program in the College. 
Having outside accreditors helps ensure that our programs maintain high level of standards. 
In many disciplines, accreditation is necessary to recruit faculty and students as well as for graduates to be licensed and employed.
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Organization of the College
Schools

Allied Health and Communicative Disorders

Family and Consumer Sciences

Health Studies

Interdisciplinary Health Professions

Nursing

Department

Military Science
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Our multiple programs are housed in 5 schools and a department. 
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21 Degree Programs
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Audiology, Au.D.

Communicative Disorders B.S.

Fashion Merchandising, B.S.

Health Sciences B.S., M.S., Ph.D.

Hospitality and Tourism Management, 
B.S.

Human Development and Family 
Sciences, B.S. and M.S.

Medical Laboratory Sciences, B.S.

Nutrition and Dietetics, B.S. and M.S.

Public Health, B.S., M.P.H.

Nursing, B.S.(pre-licensure and RN-
B.S.), M.S., D.N.P.

Rehabilitation and Disability Services, 
B.S.

Rehabilitation Counseling, M.S.

Physical Therapy, D.P.T.

Speech-Language Pathology, M.A.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We have 21 degree programs. 
Additionally, many of our programs have tracks or specializations. 
For example the Marriage and Family Therapy program is a specialization within the Human Development and Family Sciences masters program. ��
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Online Programs
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Degree programs
• B.S. in Health Sciences (degree completion

track)

• B.S. in Hospitality and Tourism Management
(degree completion track)

• RN-BS in Nursing (degree completion)

• Master of Public Health

• M.S. in Nursing

• Doctor of Nursing Practice

• Ph.D. in Health Sciences (hybrid)

Graduate Certificate programs
• Eating Disorders and Obesity

• Health Professions Education

• Homeland Security (Health Sciences Track)

• Public Health

• (Post-Master’s) Nursing Education

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We’ve been working hard to develop and improve online degree and certificate programs that extend our offerings to working adults. 
NIU’s Faculty Development and Instructional Design Center helps us make all our courses meet Quality Matters standards.
The bolded degree programs are those where we’ve partnered with NIU’s Online Support Team for program promotion.
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Community Linkages for Teaching/Learning
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Speech-
Language 
Hearing Clinic

Physical 
Therapy Clinic

Couple and 
Family 
Therapy 
Clinic

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The college runs a number of enterprises that offer teaching/learning experiences for students as well as services for the NIU and larger communities. 
Last year we had over 4,600 visits at our clinics--the Speech-Language Hearing Clinic, the Physical Therapy Clinic and the Couples and Family Therapy Clinic.��CLICK




Community Linkages for Teaching/Learning
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… and a student-run restaurant, 
Ellington’s.

…a Child Development and Family Center…

We have over 800 practicum sites…

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We have over 800 off campus practicum sites in healthcare facilities, community and social services organizations, and businesses…
We operate the Child Development and Family Center that provides child care and related services to the NIU and larger community….
And we run Ellington’s restaurant in the Holmes Student Center. 
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Community Linkages for Teaching/Learning
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The Department of Military Science offers a minor in Military Science and is the academic home of the U.S. Army ROTC program. �
In the last year, ROTC has more than doubled its freshmen enrollment, the Army has also doubled the number of faculty, and ROTC now has a recruiting officer dedicated to bringing in quality prospective students to NIU.


Next, I’m going to talk about the schools in the college.   
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• Audiology, Au.D.

• Communicative 
Disorders, B.S.

• Physical Therapy, D.P.T.

• Speech-Language 
Pathology, M.A.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For each school, the degree programs are listed on the left.
The School of Allied Health and Communicative Disorders exemplifies the College’s commitment to engaged learning that benefits the community. 
For example, Audiology faculty and students provide hearing health services at  a local retirement home. They also work with local veterans’ service agencies to provide audiological care. 
The Doctor of Physical Therapy students perform free Injury Screenings at the NIU Recreation center as well as screenings for NIU and community high school athletic teams.
Our speech-language pathology faculty and students facilitate a Music and Memory program that provides personalized music for passive listening for residents at a local long term care facility. 
They also lead a choir for adults with cognitive-communicative impairments such as aphasia.   
Additionally, an interdisciplinary team offers a monthly autism caregiver group where students provide activities for children while caregivers receive information, resources and support.
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• Human Development and 
Family Studies, B.S.

• Applied Human Development 
and Family Sciences, M.S.

• Hospitality and Tourism 
Management, B.S. and degree 
completion program

• Fashion Merchandising, B.S. 
and degree completion 
program

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Exciting things are happening in the School of Family and Consumer Sciences.
As a result of program prioritization, two campus units offering child care were merged to create the Child Development and Family Center. 
The energy created by this merger helped us receive both 
A five-year, 1.6 million dollar IBHE Pre-School for All grant to pay for full-day pre-kindergarten services for at-risk children. 
And, a 1 million dollar U.S. Department of Education grant to fund child care costs for NIU students who are also parents. �This grant supports NIU efforts to increase student retention.
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• Medical Laboratory Sciences, 
B.S., and degree completion

• Nutrition, Dietetics and 
Wellness, B.S.

• Nutrition and Dietetics M.S.

• Public Health B.S.

• Master in Public Health, 
M.P.H., online program 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In the School of Health Studies we’ve added an accelerated Masters in Public Health program that allows students to earn both their bachelor of science and their master of public health in as little as five years, saving time and money.

One of the accelerated MPH students was featured at the recent Salute to Illinois  Scholars event which aims to encourage top students to stay in Illinois for higher education.
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• Health Sciences, B.S., and 
degree completion online

• Rehabilitation and Disability 
Services, B.S.

• Rehabilitation Counseling, 
M.S.

• Health Sciences, M.S.

• Health Sciences, Ph.D.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A year ago, a fifth organizational home, the School of Interdisciplinary Health Professions, was created. 
This school gave an academic home to our Health Science students and allows us to give more attention to pre-professional students as they plan to be admitted to undergraduate programs with secondary admission, or to graduate programs.
We began offering an accelerated B.S. to M.S. in Rehabilitation Counseling. This program allows high achieving students to complete both degrees in five years, saving them time and expense.
And, to meet the growing demands in addiction recovery, we’ve added a minor in addictions studies. 
We have also added a graduate certificate in health professions education, and a masters degree in Health Sciences.
Our PH.D. in Health Sciences, a hybrid program which began in 2015, and attracts out of state students, now has 4 alumni and 58 students. 
I want to thank the board of trustees for allowing for an innovative financial model for this program.
Also we very much appreciate the speed with which the board approves programs. Being able to start programs quickly allows to be competitive in the marketplace.��CLICK
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• B.S. in Nursing (pre-licensure 
and RN-B.S.)

• M.S. in Nursing 
(Family Nurse Practitioner 
and Nurse Educator)

• Doctor of Nursing Practice, 
(M.S. to D.N.P. 
and B.S. to D.N.P., Family 
Nurse Practitioner)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Nursing has been a hallmark of NIU for 60 years, reaching 9,000 alumni this year and earning a reputation for adding outstanding nurses to the regional and national workforce. 
Our school was named one of the top three in the country for educating men in nursing.
There are more than five qualified applicants for every seat in our pre-licensure, bachelor’s degree program, and the program is at capacity at this time. 
Our pass rates for the NCLEX licensure exam for nurses, are consistently above the national average (most recently 97%).
We’ve made improvements to our RN- BS in Nursing program.  Through an Illinois Board of Higher Education grant, we are improving quality through faculty development, online platform improvements, and integration of organized feedback from employers and feeder schools. 
All of our Family Nurse Practitioner graduates have passed their certification tests this year, and we are on track for our first class of Doctor of Nursing Practice graduates next year.
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CHHS Research and Recognition
• Professor King Chung earns Fulbright Award

• Professor Nancy Petges named a 2019 Nurse Educator Fellow by the 
Illinois Board of Higher Education

• Professor Kim Wedoff begins research on tele-therapy for speech-
language services

• Professor Melani Duffrin brings her $930,000 NIH grant-funded 
program to NIU. 

• Professor Kathryn Mazurek has $2.8 million in contracts from Illinois 
Department of Public Health and $1.5 million funded by US 
Department of Health and Human Services, Center for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services. 

15

King Chung

Kim Wedoff Melani Duffrin

Nancy Petges

Presenter
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Our faculty are involved in Important research and receive external recognition. For example:
Professor King Chung received a Fulbright award to continue humanitarian work in Brazil while also testing her iPad hearing test program.
Professor Nancy PET-JESS was named a 2019 Nurse Educator Fellow by the IBHE. She was instrumental in getting the IBHE grant for us to expand the RN to BS program.
Professor Kim Wedoff launched her research on tele-therapy for speech-language services for children under 3. This unique approach to delivery is especially important in rural areas.
Professor Melani Duffrin joined NIU in 2018 and brought her Food Master program and its nine-hundred-and-thirty- thousand-dollar NIH Science Education Partnership Award. 
Food Master is a program that uses food to teach math and science skills.
Professor Kathryn Mazurek has 2.8 million dollars of contracts with the Illinois Department of Public Health In collaboration with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, for data collection for the Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System.
That program gathers information through telephone surveys regarding health-related risk behaviors, chronic health conditions, and the use of preventive services.  
The College’s new Survey Research Laboratory collects the data. 
Dr. Mazurek also has a 1.5 million dollar subcontract funded by US Department of Health and Human Services, to give technical assistance to Illinois clinicians to navigate Medicare’s Quality Payment Programs for Medicare Reimbursement.
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Challenges

• Facility limitations in some of our programs

• Recruitment and retention of faculty/staff in very competitive health 
professional markets

• Marketing of programs for working adults 
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The College does face some challenges. 
There are facility limitations in some of our programs.
Additionally, a number of health disciplines have increased educational requirements over the past years, and the faculty to teach in those programs is limited nationwide. Because of acute competition, our faculty searches often take a long time, and, highly research active faculty are sometimes recruited away by other institutions. 
Student recruitment for our degree completion programs is a challenge.  
At this time we have 50 articulation agreements and transfer pathways with community colleges, and have developed a dual enrollment with one community college. 
But, like many universities, we have not yet found the most productive way to recruit community college graduates and working adults.
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Future Plans

• Continue high quality health and human sciences programs

• Develop Gerontology/Aging Studies Major

• Continue to develop and implement retention efforts

• Recruit and retain research-active faculty
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The health and human sciences fields desperately need graduates who are members of underrepresented groups. There is also a great need for bi-lingual graduates.  NIU can help fill those societal needs (and at this time 50% of our students identify as members of underrepresented groups).  
We will continue to develop and deliver high quality health and human sciences programs.
We hope in the future to develop a major in Gerontology/Aging Services.  
At this time we have a minor in Gerontology and a graduate specialization in Leadership in Aging Studies as part of our Master of Science in Applied Human Development and Family Sciences program. 
Our first full time faculty member in this area will be starting in January. 
Reorganization and development of the BS in Health Sciences has led students who are in pre-nursing and other pre-professional programs to graduate with a useful degree even if they don’t get into their preferred program. 
We plan to redouble our retention efforts in this area, and throughout the college.
We also plan to continue to attract, support and retain research-active faculty through start-up support (with the help of the Division of Research and Innovation Partnerships), promotion of interdisciplinary research collaboration,  faculty writing groups, and participation in NIU’s Principle Investigator Academy. 
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CHHS looks to a healthy future
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Questions?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Illinois General Assembly’s 2020 budget included funding for construction of a new health informatics and technology center. 
The new facility will allow for greater collaboration among our programs that are currently dispersed across seven buildings.
 Having a better simulation lab would allow us to substitute a portion of our clinical experiences with simulation experiences. It would also be useful for collaboration with other colleges, especially the College of Engineering and Engineering Technology’s biomedical engineering program.
We are excited to learn more plans for this building.

In summary, CHHS has high-quality programs that integrate engaged learning with science in the service of society.
 Thank you for the opportunity to share information about our college.
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